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Innovations in rubber technology and sustainable mobility are increasingly important to our society. 
LANXESS is a specialty chemicals company headquartered in Germany with operations in 30 coun-
tries across the globe. We are hosting Rubber Day Japan in connection with our role as the world’s 
largest provider of synthetic rubber and a leading supplier of high-performance rubbers. We are 
focused on the promotion of sustainable mobility because we believe that innovation in the chemi-
cal industry is essential to the advancement of transportation technology in Japan and throughout 
the world. 

LANXESS held the fi rst Rubber Day two years ago in Germany to mark the anniversary of the dis-
covery of synthetic rubber one hundred years ago in the laboratories of our predecessor company 
and to provide a forum for experts in the industry to gather and exchange ideas on a range of new 
developments in our sector. Based on the positive feedback we received from this event, LANXESS 
held subsequent Rubber Days in China, Brazil and India in 2010. 

Today, we hold our fi rst Rubber Day in Japan. As demand for cars surges around the world, and as 
customers shift toward more fuel-effi cient vehicles, the Japanese automotive industry will continue 
to increase its production capacity and to manufacture the lighter, safer and more environmentally 
friendly cars that consumers demand today and will demand in the future. New technological de-
velopments in rubber bring value to the automotive industry. That is why we feel it is so important to 
bring together the industry professionals who will be driving these changes.

Dr. Axel C. Heitmann Peter Weinmar
Chairman of the Board of  President & CEO 
Management of LANXESS AG of LANXESS K.K.



Introduction

Rika Sueyoshi
Master of Ceremony

Opening address

Peter Weinmar
President & CEO, LANXESS K.K.

Innovation for greener mobility

Dr. Axel C. Heitmann
Chairman of the Board of Management, LANXESS AG

Japan and Germany: 150 years of cooperation

Dr. Volker Stanzel
Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany

Japan and Europe: From rivalry towards competitive cooperation

Masaru Kanke
Director, European Division, Trade Policy Bureau, Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry

Towards a future society of mobility: An outlook

Dr. Hiroyuki Watanabe
Chairman of Intelligent Transport System (ITS) Info-Communications Forum

Coffee Break

Keeping the innovative edge: Future cars and the role of rubber

• 
• 
• 

• 

Opening remarks by Dr. Rainier van Roessel, Member of the Board of Management, LAN-
XESS AG
• Dr. Anno Borkowsky, Head of Rhein Chemie, a company of the LANXESS Group
• Yoichiro Kato, General Manager, Chassis Engineering Development Group, 
 Component Engineering Development Department, Nissan Motor Co., Ltd.
• Hans-Joachim Kuppel, Regional President Gasoline Systems, Bosch Corporation
• Taichiro Saito, Director, Head of PE Truck Systems, Product Engineering, 
 Mitsubishi Fuso Truck and Bus Corporation

10:00 - 10:05

10:05 - 10:10

10:10 - 10:25

10:25 - 10:35

10:35 - 10:45

10:45 - 11:00

11:00 - 11:15

Panel 1
11:15 - 12:00
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Innovative golf ball design with synthetic rubber

Kimiaki Kakizaki
Director, Production and R&D, Kasco Corporation

Lunch Break

Innovations in technical rubbers

Dr. Guenther Weymans
Head of Technical Rubber Products, LANXESS AG

Technical rubbers in automotive applications

• 
• 
• 
• 
Opening remarks by Dr. Rainier van Roessel, Member of the Board of Management, LAN-
XESS AG
• Dr. Anno Borkowsky, Head of Rhein Chemie, a company of the LANXESS Group
• Dr. Hiroaki Kikuchi, Department Manager, Material Engineering Department, 
 Technology Corporate Offi ce, NOK Corporation,
• Akihiro Shibahara, Vice Chairman of the Society of Rubber Industry Japan, and General 
 Manager, Material Technology R&D Laboratories, Tokai Rubber Industries, Ltd. 
• Dr. Guenther Weymans, Head of Technical Rubber Products, LANXESS AG

Coffee Break

Butyl rubber: The enabler of mobility                                                                                                               

Dr. Ron Commander
Head of Butyl Rubber, LANXESS AG

Building a sustainable society: 
Valuing resources and reducing carbon emissions with tire innovation

Tomohiro Kusano
General Manager, Materials Development Department, Bridgestone Corporation

Green tires and tire labeling in Europe

Prof. Dr. h. c. mult. Horst Wildemann
Technical University of Munich

12:00 - 12:15

12:15 - 13:30

13:30 - 13:45

Panel 2
13:45 - 14:30

14:30 - 15:00

15:00 - 15:15

15:15 - 15:30

15:30 - 15:45



Innovative solutions for greener tires

• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
Opening remarks by Dr. Werner Breuers, Member of the Board of Management, LANXESS 
AG
• Masayoshi Daio, Associate Director, Deputy General Manager, Tire Global Technical Division, 
 General Manager, Tire Materials Development Dept., The Yokohama Rubber Company, 
 Limited
• Dr. Joachim Grub, Head of Performance Butadiene Rubbers, LANXESS AG
• Yasushi Hirata, Chairman of  Environment  Subcommittee, The  Japan Automobile Tyre 
 Manufacturers Association
• Luis López-Rémon, Head of Rubber Chemicals, LANXESS AG
• Kiyoshige Muraoka, General Manager, Material Dept. , Material Research & Development HQS., 
 Sumitomo Rubber Industries, Ltd.
• Hideaki Takahashi, General Manager, Tire Material Development Dept., Tire R&D Division, 
 Toyo Tire&Rubber Co., Ltd.

Closing remarks

Dr. Axel C. Heitmann
Chairman of the Board of Management, LANXESS AG

Panel 3
15:45 - 16:30

16:30 - 16:35



7
LANXESS RUBBER DAY JAPAN
Page 7



Dr. Anno Borkowsky 

Head of Rhein Chemie, a company of the LANXESS Group

Dr. Werner Breuers 

Member of the Board of Management, LANXESS AG

Dr. Ron Commander 

Head of Butyl Rubber, LANXESS AG

Masayoshi Daio

Associate Director, Deputy General Manager, Tire Global Technical Division, 
General Manager, Tire Materials Development Dept., 
The Yokohama Rubber Company, Limited

 Dr. Joachim Grub 

Head of Performance Butadiene Rubbers, LANXESS AG

 Dr. Axel C. Heitmann

Chairman of the Board of Management, LANXESS AG

 Yasushi Hirata

Chairman of Environment Subcommittee, The Japan Automobile Tyre Manufacturers Association, 
Chairman of Rubber Society of Japan, 
Fellow (Director) Central Research and eco-Activities Promotion Division, Bridgestone Corporation

 Kimiaki Kakizaki

Director, Production and R&D, Kasco Corporation

 Masaru Kanke

Director, Europe Division, Trade Policy Bureau, Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry (METI)

Yoichiro Kato 

General Manager, Chassis Engineering Development Group, Component Engineering 
Development Department, Nissan Motor Co., Ltd.

Dr. Hiroaki Kikuchi

Department Manager, Material Engineering Department, Technology Corporate Offi ce, 
NOK Corporation

 Hans-Joachim Kuppel

 Regional President, Gasoline Systems, Bosch Corporation
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Tomohiro Kusano

General Manager, Materials Development Department, Bridgestone Corporation

Luis López-Remón

Head of Rubber Chemicals, LANXESS AG

 Kiyoshige Muraoka

General Manager, Material Dept., Material Research & Development HQS., 
Sumitomo Rubber Industries, Ltd.

Taichiro Saito

Director, Head of PE Truck Systems, Product Engineering, 
Mitsubishi Fuso Truck and Bus Corporation

 Akihiro Shibahara

Vice Chairman of the Society of Rubber Industry, Japan, 
General Manager, Material Technology R&D Laboratories, Tokai Rubber Industries, Ltd.

 Dr. Volker Stanzel

Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany

 Hideaki Takahashi 

General Manager, Tire Material Development Dept., Tire R&D Division, 
Toyo Tire & Rubber Co.,Ltd.

Dr. Rainier van Roessel

Member of the Board of Management, LANXESS AG

 Hiroyuki Watanabe

Chairman of  Intelligent Transport System (ITS) Japan

Peter Weinmar

President & CEO LANXESS K.K.

Dr. Günther Weymans

Head of Technical Rubber Products, LANXESS AG

Prof. Dr. h. c. mult. Horst Wildemann 

Professor of Business Administration, Technical University of Munich 



Dr. Anno Borkowsky 

Head of Rhein Chemie, a company of the LANXESS Group

   April 21, 1959 Born in Cologne, Germany Biological Technical Assistant Degree 
1989 - 1990 Doctorate in chemistry at the University of Cologne, Germany
1990 - 1995 Departmental head at Bayer AG in Leverkusen, Germany 
1995 - 1999 Operations Manager of Bayer Corp. in Orange, Texas, USA,
1999 - 2001 Executive Vice President of Rhein Chemie Rheinau GmbH, Mannheim, Germany
  2001 - 2002 Regional Manager Europe and Chief Technology Offi cer of Rhein Chemie
  Since 2002 President and CEO of Rhein Chemie
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Dr. Werner Breuers 

Member of the Board of Management, LANXESS AG

December, 1958 Born in Moenchengladbach, Germany
1987  Doctorate in science at Aachen Technical University, Germany 
1989 - 1994  Chemist in the Research and Development Division of Hoechst AG in Frankfurt,  
 Germany 
1994 - 1999 Several managerial positions at Hoechst AG 
1999 - 2000  Vice President of Licensing & Catalysts of the Poly-ethylene Manufacturer  
 Elenac GmbH in Kehl, Germany
2000 - 2004 President of the global technology Business Division of Basell based in Italy
2004 - 2007 President of Basell Polyolefi ns Europe in Amsterdam, The Netherlands
Since May 2007  Member of the Board of Management of LANXESS AG. Responsibilities: 
 the Performance Polymers and Advanced Intermediates segments, 
 Global Procurement & Logistics, Innovation and Industrial & Environmental 
 Affairs group functions



Dr. Ron Commander 

Head of Butyl Rubber, LANXESS AG

  April 24, 1950 Born in Brisbane, Australia
1968 - 1972 Heriot Watt University Edinburgh (Chem Eng BSc)
1972 - 1975 Heriot Watt University Edinburgh (Chem Eng PhD)
1975 - 1982 Worked for British Gas Corporation in Process Development of Coal/
  Oil fractions to Methane processes
1982 - 1990 Polysar Corp. of Sarnia which joined Bayer AG (acquisition of Polysar in 1990)
1990 - 2004 Research and development, production and technical service at Bayer’s former  
 Rubber Business Group and in business development at Bayer Polymers  
 Shanghai
 Since 2004 Head of the Butyl Rubber business unit at LANXESS AG
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Masayoshi   Daio

Associate Director, Deputy General Manager, Tire Global Technical Division, General Manager, Tire Materials 
Development Dept., 
The Yokohama Rubber Company, Limited

  December 24, 1954 Born in Hiroshima-shi, Hiroshima-ken
1981 Majored in polymer chemistry, Faculty of  Engineering  Graduate School of 
 Engineering, Kyoto University. 
1981 -  Joined Yokohoma Rubber Co., Ltd.; conducted basic research in rubber 
 materials in the Materials Research Group. 
1984 -  Developed tire materials and raw materials. 
1998 -  Manager of material development at the Salem plant of YTC (in the U.S.). 
  2001 -  Manager of rubber physical testing. 
  2003 -  Manager of development of tire materials for passenger cars and vulcanizing 
 technologies. 
  2005 -  Test course manager, Tire Testing Department. 
  2007 -  Deputy General Manager, Tire Testing Department. 
  2008 -  General Manager, Research & Development Group.
  2009 -  General Manager, Tire Material Development Dept. 
  July 2011 - present Associate Director; Deputy General Manager, Tire Global Technical Division



Dr. Joachim Grub 

Head of Performance Butadiene Rubbers, LANXESS AG

  March 27, 1959 Born in Bilbao, Spain
1984 Graduated from Technical University RWTH Aachen
1988 Doctorate in natural sciences after a dissertation at the 
 “Max-Planck-Institut für Kohlenforschung”
1989 - 2002 Positions in research and development at the “EC Erdölchemie GmbH” 
 (the later “BP Köln GmbH”) and Head of Manufacturing
2002 - 2004 Head of Global Operations Polybutadiene and Butyl Rubber at Bayer AG
 Since 2004 Head of the Performance Butadiene Rubbers business unit at LANXESS AG



LANXESS RUBBER DAY JAPAN
Page 15

Dr. Axel C. Heitmann

Chairman of the Board of Management, LANXESS AG



  October 2,1959  Born in Hamburg, Germany
 March 1988 Doctorate in science after studying chemistry at Hamburg University, Germany
  and the University of Southampton, United Kingdom
1988 Trainee program at Bayer AG
1988 - 1991 Various positions in the Central Research Division, as well as in Applications  
  Development and Manufacturing at Bayer AG
1991 - 1993 Plant manager at Bayer AG
1993 - 1996 Manager of the Bayer rubber manufacturing site in Bromsgrove, 
  United Kingdom
1996 - 1999 Head of Manufacturing and Technology at PolymerLatex, the then newly 
  formed joint venture between Bayer AG and Degussa AG
1999 - 2002 Head of the Bayer subsidiary Wolff Walsrode, Walsrode, Germany
 February 1, 2002 General Manager of the Rubber Business Group at Bayer AG 
 July 1, 2002 Member of the Executive Committee of Bayer Polymers
2002 - 2004 Head of Shanghai-based Bayer Polymers APAC
2004 -  Chairman of the Board of Management of LANXESS AG. Leverkusen, Germany
2006 -  Member of the Executive Board of the German Chemical Industry Association

Memberships and honors:
• Member of the Asia-Pacifi c Committee of German Business (APA) 
• Member of the Board of Trustees of Konvent für Deutschland e.V. 
• Member of the Board of Trustees of the North Rhine-Westphalia chapter of the 
 German Science Foundation (Stifterverband für die Deutsche Wissenschaft) 
• Member of the Economic Advisory Board of the Goethe Institute 
• Member of the Board of Trustees of KölnMusik e.V.
• Honorary citizen of the city of Wuxi, China, Other accolades (since April 2006)
• Named “Entrepreneur of the Year” in 2006 by the Axel Springer-owned fi nancial publications 
 “€uro “and “Euro am Sonntag” (January 2007)
• The jury of Econ Awards Corporate Communications named Heitmann “Personality of the Year”  
 (November 2009)
• Named “Strategist of the Year” (medium-sized company) by “Financial Times Germany”  
 (September 2011)
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Yasushi Hirata

Chairman of Environment Subcommittee The Japan Automobile Tyre Manufacturers Association
Chairman of Rubber Society of Japan, 
Fellow(Director Central Research and eco-Activities Promotion Division, Bridgestone Corporation

   January 14 1954 Born in Yawatahama-shi, Ehime, Japan
  March 1979 Getting a master’s degree in science (Macromolecular Science) from 
  Osaka University
   April 1979 Joining Bridgestone Corporation  
1979 - 1993 Responsible for developing synthetic rubber and rubber chemicals at   
  Materials Development Department and Responsible for compounding   
  technologies at Motorcycle Tire Development Department
1993 - 2000 Manager, Raw Materials Development Unit  
  2000 - 2004 General Manager, Materials Development Department
  2004 - 2007 Director, Tire Material Development Department Division
  2007 - 2010 Director, Central Research and eco-Activities Promotion Division
  2011 Fellow(Director), Central Research and eco-Activities Promotion Division
  March 2009 Chairman of Environment Subcommitte within the Japan Automobile Tyre  
  Manufacturers Association and Chairman of Environment Committe within   
  the Japan Rubber Manufacturers Association
 May 2011 President of the Sciety of Rubber Industry, Japan



Kimiaki Kakizaki

Director, Production and R&D, Kasco Corporation

1952 Born in Akita-ken, Japan
1978 Graduated from Department of Physics, Sophia University
1983 -  Joined KASCO
Present Director of  R&D, Kasco Corporation
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Masaru Kanke

Director, Europe Division, Trade Policy Bureau
Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry (METI)

  March 1987  Graduated from Tokyo University, Degree in Law
   April 1987   Joined the Ministry of International Trade and Industry (MITI)
1995 -  Trainee of Federal Ministry of Economy in Germany
 Visiting fellow of Cologne Institute for Economic Research (IW)
1998 - 1999 Deputy Director, Europe Division, Trade Policy Bureau
1999 - 2002 First Secretary, Embassy of Japan in Germany
 2002 - 2003 Director, Information Disclosure Promotion Offi ce, Minister‘s Secretariat
 2003 - 2005  Director, Planning Division, Japan External Trade Organization(JETRO)
 2005 - 2006 Director for Trade Finance and International Affairs
 Government Representative of Japan to the OECD/ECG
 2006 - 2007 Director for FTAs & Customs Cooperation, Minister’s Secretariat, 
 Ministry of Finance
 2007 - 2010 Counselor, Embassy of Japan in Germany
 2010 -  Director, Europe Division, Trade Policy Bureau



Yoichiro Kato 

General Manager, Chassis Engineering Development Group, Component Engineering 
Development Department, Nissan Motor Co., Ltd.

1980 - 1984 Majored in mechanical engineering, engineering department of university
1984 - 1996  Joined Nissan Motor Co., Ltd. 
1996 - 2000  Temporary transfer to Nissan Technical Centre Europe 
2001 - 2007  Manager,  Component Engineering Development Division, Chassis 
  Engineering Development Department, Suspension Engineering Group 
2007 - 2009  Senior Manager,  Component Engineering Development Division, Chassis 
  Engineering Development Department, Suspension Engineering Group
2009 - 2010  Senior Manager,  Component Engineering Development Division, Chassis 
  Engineering Development Department, Steering System Engineering Group
2010 - present  General Manager, Component Engineering Development Division, Chassis 
  Engineering Development Department
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Dr. Hiroaki Kikuchi

Department Manager, Material Engineering Department, Technology Corporate Offi ce, 
NOK Corporation

1962 Born in Numazu-shi, Shizuoka-ken, Japan
1985 - 1987 Majored in organic materials engineering, Graduate School of Engineering, 
 Tokyo Institute of Technology 
1987 Joined NOK Corporation 
1987 - 2003 Conducted research into rubber materials. Primarily conducted structural 
 analysis using solid-state NMR, and research into deterioration of polymers 
2003 - 2004 Earned a degree for his research into transport properties of gasses in  
 polymers using molecular dynamic simulation
2004 -  In charge of development of rubber, adhesives, and resin materials 



Hans-Joachim Kuppel

Regional President, Gasoline Systems, Bosch Corporation

Studies of Electronics Engineering at Technical University of Karlsruhe, Germany, including 
participation at tripartite scheme at E.S.I.E.E. Paris and Essex University, UK 

1987 Entry at Robert Bosch GmbH, Germany, in Junior Manager Program 
1996 - 2000 Head of Business Unit “Fuel Filters” in Alcala, Spain, 
2000 - 2001 Head of Business Unit “Plastic Engine Components” in Waiblingen, Germany,
2001 - 2008 Senior Vice President, Sales Gasoline Systems in Schwieberdingen, Germany
2008 Regional President, Gasoline Systems Japan, Yokohama
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Tomohiro Kusano

General Manager, Materials Development Department, Bridgestone Corporation

1965 Born in Hamamatsu-city, Shizuoka, Japan
1984 - 1990 Master degree of Macromolecule engineering in Tokyo Institute of Technology
1990              Joined Bridgestone Corporation, responsible for Material Development  
1995 - 2001         Responsible for OTR tire development, tread compound design
2002 - 2005        Responsible for PSR/LTR tire, casing compound design
2005 - 2006         Section manager of casing compound design for PSR/LTR
2006 - 2010         Manager of compound design in Akron technical center, Ohio,USA
2011 -                Current responsibility



Luis López-Remón

Head of Rubber Chemicals, LANXESS AG

Sept. 27, 1957  Born in Guadalajara, Spain
1984 Graduated from University Wuppertal (Economics)
1994 Postgraduate studies at Institut Européen d´Administraion des Affaires  
  (INSEAD), France
1984 - 1986 Pall Filtrationstechnik GmbH, Germany
1986 - 2003 Various top positions in Sales and Marketing in Germany and abroad at 
  Air Products and Chemicals Inc. (APCI) and General Sales and Business  
  Manager at Air Products Polymers (joint venture between Air Products 
  and Wacker Chemie)
March 2003 Head of Regional Coordination at Bayer Chemicals responsible for the  
  two Board initiatives Sales and Marketing Excellence
2004 - 2006 Head of the Textile Processing Chemicals business unit at LANXESS AG
Since 2007 Head of the Rubber Chemicals business unit at LANXESS AG
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Kiyoshige Muraoka

General Manager, Material Dept., Material Research & Development HQS., 
Sumitomo Rubber Industries,LTD.

1983 - 1985 Majored in process engineering, Graduate School of Osaka University 
1985 - 1991 Worked in formula design in Dept. IV, Tire Technical HQS, 
 Sumitomo Rubber Industries, Ltd. 
1991 - 1999 Developed new materials for tires in the Innovative Technology Laboratory;  
 became manager in 1998 
 2000 - 2008 Developed new materials and processes for tires in the Material & Process  
 Technology Research Dept., Research & Development HQS
 2009 - 2010 Manager of formula design for tires for passenger cars, trucks, and busses  
 in the Material Technology Dept., Tire Technical HQS 
 2010 - present General Manager in charge of developing new materials for tires and  
 developing bio-materials and biomass materials in the Material Dept. II,  
 Material Research & Development HQS 



Taichiro Saito

Director, Head of PE Truck Systems, Product Engineering
Mitsubishi Fuso Truck and Bus Corporation

September 1955  Born in Akita pref. Japan
1979 - 1993  Planning design and chassis design within Light Duty Truck Design Dept, 
  Truck & Bus Engineering Center at Mitsubishi Motors Corp.
1993 - 2003  Management of development of light duty trucks as a manager within 
  Product Development Offi ce, Truck & Bus R&D at MMC
January 2003 Mitsubishi Fuso Truck & Bus Corp. spun off from Mitsubishi Motors Corp. 
  in alliance with Daimler Chrysler Corp.
2003 - 2008  Senior manager, project manager and head of Light Duty Truck and Light 
  Duty Engine development
2008 -  Director, head of component design (chassis, cabin and E/E) for heavy
  medium and light duty trucks within R&D at Mitsubishi Fuso Truck & Bus Corp.  
  Member of Chassis Head Group within Product Engineering at Daimler Trucks
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Akihiro Shibahara

Vice Chairman of the Society of Rubber Industry, Japan 
General Manager, Material Technology R&D Laboratories Tokai Rubber Industries, Ltd.

Nov. 20, 1960 Born in Nagasaki
1979 - 1983  Majored in applied chemistry in Faculty of Engineering, 
 University of Yamanashi
1983 - 2001  Developed anti-vibration rubber materials working in the Tokai Rubber R&D  
  Department
2002 - 2004  Leader of hose material development 
2005 - 2007  General Manager of R&D Department 
2008 - 2010  Assistant Manager, Material Technology R&D Laboratories; Manager of ECO  
 Laboratories, New Business Development Laboratories
2009 - 2011 Chief of Tokai Rubber branch, Society of Rubber Industry, Japan
May 2011 - pres. Vice-Chairman, Society of Rubber Industry, Japan
Aug. 2011 - pres. General Manager, Material Technology R&D Laboratories



Dr. Volker Stanzel

Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany

Sept. 22, 1948 Born in Frankfurt am Main
1968 Studied Japanese, Chinese, and political science at Frankfurt University 
1972 - 1975 Studied at Kyoto University
1979 Joined the Foreign Service of the Federal Republic of Germany 
1980 Received a PhD in philosophy from Cologne University
1981  Worked in the economic section of the Embassy of the Federal Republic of  
  Germany to Italy
1981 - 1982 Worked in the Economic Bureau, Foreign Service of Germany
1982 - 1985 In charge of state affairs and public relations, Embassy of the Federal Republic of  
  Germany to Japan
1985 In charge of CSCE European Cultural Forum at the Embassy of the Federal  
  Republic of Germany to Hungary
1985 - 1987  Assistant chief, Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany to South Yemen 
1987 - 1988 Worked in Economic Bureau, Foreign Service of Germany 
1988 - 1990  Deputy manager, European Political Cooperation (EPC) section, Foreign Service of  
  Germany 
1990 - 1993  Head of Press and Information Department, Embassy of the Federal Republic of  
  Germany to the People’s Republic of China 
1993 - 1995 Head of Operation Centre, Foreign Service of Germany
1995 - 1998 Foreign Policy Advisor to the Social Democratic Party of Germany
1998 - 1999  Visiting Fellow of the German Marshall Fund in the United States in Washington 
1999 - 2001  Head of Department for Non-proliferation and Civilian Use of Nuclear Energy at the  
  Foreign Offi ce in Berlin 
2001 - 2002  Deputy manager of state affairs (Director for Asian & Pacifi c Affairs), Foreign  
  Service 
2002 - 2004  Director-General for Political Affairs (in charge of Asia, Africa, and Latin America) 
2004 - 2007  Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany to the People’s Republic of China 
2007 - 2009 Political Director, Foreign Service 
December 2009 Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany to Japan 
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Hideaki Takahashi 

General Manager, Tire Material Development Dept., Tire R&D Division, 
Toyo Tire & Rubber Co.,Ltd.

1964  Born in Kyoto prefecture,Japan     
1984 - 1988 Studies of Polymer Science & Engineering at Kyoto Institute of Technology 
1988 - 1990 Studies of Polymer Science & Engineering at the Master program of Kyoto  
 Institute of Technology
1990 - 2000 Entered Toyo Tire & Rubber Co.,Ltd, Assignment of Passenger Car Tire  
 Group, Tire Material Development Department
  2001 - 2002 Assistant manager of Tire Engineering & Development at Kuwana Plant 
 (Mie prefecture) 
  2002 - 2005 Assistant manager of Passenger Car Tire Group, Tire Material Development  
 Department 
  2005 - 2010 Manager of Passenger Car Tire Group, Tire Material Development Department
  2010 - 2011 Manager of Rubber Materials Technology Group, R&D Center  
  Feb 1, 2011 General Manager of Tire Material Development Department, Tire R&D Division 



Dr. Rainier van Roessel 

Member of the Board of Management, LANXESS AG

   August 4, 1957 Born in Oisterwijk, Netherlands. 
1988 Doctorate (rerum politicarum) after studying business administration at the
  University of Cologne, Germany
1988 - 1993 Internal advisor in the Corporate Organization Department of Bayer AG, 
  Leverkusen, Germany
1993 - 1997 Strategy advisor in the Strategic Planning Department of Bayer AG, where
  helped to set up the Mergers and Acquisitions (M&A) Unit
1997 - 2001 Head of Strategic Marketing for Styrenics in the Plastics Business Group
  2001 - 2002 Head of European Marketing for Polycarbonates
  2002 - 2004 Responsibility for Global Operations Polyester/TPU/Films in the newly 
  formed Bayer Polymers subgroup
  2004 - 2006   Head of the Rubber Chemicals business unit at LANXESS AG
  2006 - 2007 Managing Director of LANXESS N.V. in Antwerp, Belgium
  Since 2007 Member of the Board of Management of LANXESS AG and company´s 
        Labor  Director
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Hiroyuki Watanabe

Chairman of  Intelligent Transport System (ITS) Japan

Hiroyuki Watanabe joined Toyota Motor Corporation (TMC) in 1967 upon completing 
postgraduate studies in aeronautical engineering at Kyushu University. 

In 1989, Dr. Watanabe became the chief engineer responsible for the Toyota Crown, which is the 
best-selling luxury car in Japan.  Named to the Board of Directors in 1996, Dr. Watanabe directed 
TMC’s R&D work on hybrid and fuel cell vehicles.  In 1999, he was made a managing director, 
and in 2001, a senior managing director.  During those years, he was responsible for R&D, product 
development, environmental affairs, quality control and IT & ITS development and operations.  

In June 2005, he became a senior technical executive, and since June 2009, he has been the 
chairman for ITS-Japan.



　　Peter Weinmar

　　President & CEO LANXESS K.K.

Nov. 10, 1960  Born in Essen, Germany
1981 - 1984 Business administration and economics studies at the internal academy of  
  Bayer AG
1984 - 1987 Sales assistant within the Business Unit Silicones
1987 - 1990  Sales representative for the Business Group Inorganic Chemicals at Bayer S.A.  
  in France
1991 - 1995 Responsible for Silopren® LSR (an silicone rubber material for injection  
  moulding processes) as product manager within the Business Unit Silicone at  
  Bayer AG
1995 - 1996  Responsible for global sales and marketing of hydrazine hydrate and 
  Bayhibit AM® within the Business Unit Inorganic Fine Chemicals at Bayer AG
1996 - 1999  Global Head of Marketing of Phosphorous Chemicals and other Specialities  
  within the Business Unit Inorganic Fine Chemicals at Bayer AG
1999 - 2000  Project Manager within the corporate strategic planning department of the  
  Bayer Group
2000 - 2005  Head of Business Unit Ion Exchange Resins at Bayer Chemicals and then  
  LANXESS Deutschland GmbH
2005 - 2009  Head of Business Unit Material Protection Products at 
  LANXESS Deutschland GmbH
July 1, 2009 Appointed President & CEO LANXESS K.K. Head of Region Japan & Korea
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Dr. Günther Weymans

Head of Technical Rubber Products, LANXESS AG

   Sept. 25, 1957  Born in Sevelen, Germany
1984  Doctorate after studying at the University of Bonn  (Ph.D. in theoretical physics)
1985 - 1990 Project manager in polymers research at Bayer AG
1990 - 2004 Various management positions in Leverkusen, Baytown, Texas and Pittsburgh
  (Head of Global Process Technology, Chief Engineering in the Poyurethanes
  Business Group, Head of the Global Technology department, Head of TDI 
 Business, Bayer)
   Since 2004 Global Head of the Technical Rubber, Products business unit
   Since May 2011 Managing Director of LANXESS Elastomers, BV in Geleen (Netherlands) and
 Country, Head for the Netherlands



Prof. Dr. h. c. mult. Horst Wildemann 

Professor of Business Administration, Technical University of Munich 

Horst Wildemann studied mechanical engineering (Master of engineering) and business administra-
tion (Master of commerce) in Aachen and Cologne. In 1974, after several years of working as an 
engineer in the automobile industry, he graduated as a PhD (Dr. rer. pol.) in economics. Then he 
attended the International Management Institute in Brussels and gained experience at several Ameri-
can Universities. In 1980 he qualifi ed as a university lecturer (Dr. habil.) at the university in Cologne. 
Since 1980 he has been lecturing as a full professor for business administration in the universities of 
Bayreuth, Passau and since 1989 at the Technical University of Munich. He has been asked for a pro-
fessorship at the universities of Stuttgart Hohenheim, Dortmund, the Free and the Technical University 
of Berlin, University of Southern California, Los Angeles, University of Indianapolis, Indianapolis, and 
also the University of St. Gallen. In addition to teaching Prof. Wildemann is the executive of a consult-
ing company for corporate planning and logistics with over 80 employees. 

His practical experience supported the writing of 40 books and over 600 essays in which he shows 
new ways for the profi table creation of a successful company. Prof. Wildemann works as a consultant, 
as a member of the board of directors and as an advisory board member for leading industrial enter-
prises. He was awarded the “Staatsmedaille” of the Bavarian State and the federal Cross of Merit, fi rst 
class, of the Federal Republic of Germany, doctor honoris causa of the university of Klagenfurt and 
Passau. Admission into Logistic Hall of Fame in 2004. Bayerischer Verdienstorden 2006. Badge of 
honor Bundesver-vereinigung Logistik 2008.
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